Dear Father and lother;-

T have been wanting to write you for a long time, but have

not seemod well enough to do so, and I have been trying to get Tom

TR

to write telliﬂg vou the exact facts about our wonderful rescuaahut;:

I -cannot ssem to get him at it. : o

Im.the first place, I want tc say how disappointed I fealv

at not getting to see you all, especially iMa, as I have been €0

building upon it, but it was through no fault of ours and we shall
3u$t'haw to wait. Of course, I do not ever expect to come to see you |

it must be you all coming to sce me next.

Well, words fail to describe the awful axperienp@ Which we

‘ail paﬁsed thro. The fs of us who are left, I- supposs, ¢rin te’l tﬁf?;

[

a ¢ertalin axtent just the eyperience those who are gone passed thro,
E

at-any rate what they experlenced on the decks that awful morning.
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I was lying on the lower berth, awake, and,thaught how f”‘é

smoothly the 'Fmpress' was.moving. (but now I know that it was not
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mgving at all.) Just then I heard three whistles, and it‘&aémed

gﬁly s second whenbthe awful gr*nding and tearing tcok place. Ky

wwf:a;t,; thought was that the Empress ‘had run upon a rock, and hve’%c m ﬁ'

wég“bainp torn off. "™e impact was so great that it knocked me {ﬁ
By

| ‘ against the back of the berth. I immediately got out on the eilde of

§1  the berth and called Tom. e would not get down at first and I »

callaa him sharply and Baid "Come aquick now Tom, let's go up on éaak

something awful has happensd™. Tom got down very slowly and saiﬁ

"Don't be ngrveua Dear, ‘it 1is onlga 1itgle lce-berg and we shall be

all right" but I said"ﬁa, come on naw",'&nﬁ the ship then bagan to

,)‘

,.ut,;%q ‘“‘hﬂnﬁ ng%;inat the ﬂida r:zf t}m ﬁmhm g

sk int a@,@u@h that Tom had
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to hold himself, I got so nervous that I ran out mysélf and met

o Y

Captain Dodd, and He said "Its only a fire" and I said "o lts not
a fire, Dodd". I then heard the men giving orders on the dﬁok. I
t rushed back to the cabin and said "Tom, come quickly” and he gaid

"a11 right”, and at that I started to run along the corridor, but |

instead of going to the second-class stairs and the stafrs just'ﬁaar' ‘%
us, I ran almost half the length of the ehip to the first_olasm stair§? i
of course, 1 heard someone following me whom I thought was Tom. “g {\{i
| got on the stairs but the 1ist was so great I lost my Hold and fallx

}é' ‘ rolling back against the corridor. I strusgled to my feet, as the. :
water was just rushing down the corridor, and with a mighty pull I ga&*;

to the deck. Just as I got to the deck, ( and only about five or six

minuteg had elapeed from the time of the impact until I got to the deok)

the lights went out, and of course knowﬁnﬂ that Tom had not foilowed me

\
i

I concluded that he had thought that there was no danger and delayed 1
|

|

tco long to get something on, and was drowned down in the ship befors;

%

she sank, and then my SOrrow began. It did not seem to worry me that

I was going to die, my whole thought was on Tom. As I ﬁtood on the |

deck, Guido Whatmore came along and T was orying because I had 1ost. Tom,

and Cuido comforted me and said™ that we awere in Cods' hand, anrd what-.

ever was best He would do". Then Captaln Spooner came and comforted

me, and went and got a 1ifebely and put it on me, but I lost him on

the deck after awhile. While he was standing with me he let me stand

ont his feet, and he held me irto him, and put a rug around us both. T™he

ship listed so quickly and to such "n angle, that I nad to climb thro

the ralling on to the side of her, and Bandsman. Bigland helped me thro.

(He is gone) Then as I stood there a recond or two I knew we had come

- to ﬁhé end. ,The'ﬁtoratead' was lying about a mile from us, but no
help was forthcoming. i 7 ‘
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Then the c¢rowd on the side of the ship cried forvhelp, and

ahdut five minutes before we went into the water I saw 1ife~-hoats

B s O R

bein~ launched from the Storstead, but it was then too late, Ae 1
stood there, I with my arms round Bandsman Frnie Aldridge's neck, an

explosion occured right at my side, and we all went into the water, an®

B it - b v e oL

the ‘mpress Adlsappeared. I tell you it was awful to hear the wails
and moans, and the calling for CGod to have mercy. I lost my grip of
'; : Aldridge, and Just went down,Adown, down, the Water was filllng ﬁe,'gnﬂi
o . I was turning my wedding ring on my finger and thinkiﬁg T had only |
bben maried a week. Then the message you sent to be read at our

wedding was going thro my mind and I kept repeating "Ten thoumand p

O oot

welcomes to the new daughter". Then I was smothering and I just put
myvhands tb ny sides aﬁd asked Jééus to help me die easy, and I never
"fv“”;;%heﬁ“anythiﬁg more.‘ When I opened my eyes I could not imagine where
T was or’ what had happened, and then I 1ifted my hoad and saw & deck-
chair under me, and all around me were dead bodies floating, and then =
é &an on an up-turned boat handed me a long pole and he drew me thro the
% " podies and wreckage to the boat and pulled me on. I had no Teeling

lgﬁi & from my waist down and no feellng in my arms. Just my lungs seemed

me up and then the water began to come out of my mouth, eyps, ,and éars.

ot ; \

té. bs palining me. There was a Swede on the up-turned boat end he stocd !
|

\

|

% % The swede opened his coat and buttoned me inside of it, and it was then I.

g began to feel a little life. The warmth from his body revived me'a.bit.y

?'“ About a hour after I was taken on the Storstead and there they gave me
atimilants and brought me back partially to l1ife., On that ship Bert

g ,

came to me, but no Tonm, and of course I did not expect to ever see him

F
" alive and I cannot tell you the agony of my spitit. They then, I am
told, transferred me with the rest to the 'Lady Evelyn'and took us to

Rimouski, then from the 'Bvelyn’ 1aid me in a shed with the dead end '

FOPRERSIRE ot




. Continued. ﬂ (a)

- ghock and ¥ supposc ##1ll be a long time in getting over it. S e

“been ﬁnowned,

dying, and from thore to the little irench lotel where at eleven’. ™

. .
o'clock my own Husband ( your 8on ) found me. You can imagine this
Joye. Blese him! He never ever look culte sc sweet to me. His hair

was all in 11ittle curls and his face as white as death, but he was oun

- buy just the same. I think I shall have to write a 1ittle book and i

call it "Wedded, parted, and re-united®. _ VWhen I was taken to the ..
Storstead they saidvit was just Pive o'clock, so from the timo of the
accident to the time I was rescued was nearly three hours, €o how I am

alive 1s a myctery which we carmot solve, but thanlk God we are here,

and doingwel” . I of course was scalded on the arm, awfully bruised,

and cut across the back of the ankle, arnd have been a 1little lame but

é
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1t is getting better. OF course we both stlll feel the effocts of they

e
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Now, when I woke Tom he did not think it sericus and sayﬁ

now that if I had not just urged him he would have been in the ship yetu
He stoppad to get my raincoat, then went and shut the port-hole, and
then got to the Aeck by the proper second claes sfairs. ' He passed the

Commissioner and his family standing just at the foot of the mtairs;

and the Commissioner was asking thenm to stand there Whilé'he ﬁeﬂt to'$e§‘
what wae going on. You see; Qe had the advantage of 8o mang becauss I E
was awake when the lmpact cane and e pot on desk saongr‘than nost .
wHen Tom got to the deck he sought for me but could nﬁf find mo. He
then gave ny coats to lrs Ahj] Greoen,&Jessie. The Adjut&nf and Tom wers

standing against the library, then by stretching himself full length on

the listed deé mTom coq;d just reach the railing of the ship and pulled

himself thro on to the side. Seeing we wore lost, and thinking I had

he s8till clung 10 the ahip ag she atartad tc siqy at the ?

Y
s

pow, and the witer came swe@ping up %0 him, and then.af amplggigm gvﬁww
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“

ocourpdd and he thinks he was shot clear of overything and when he

came up he grasped tho top of a round tnble and 1t turned and he i
turned with it three times and then a raft from the KEmpress picked him
up. Hexwas so shocked that he could not speak and he does not seenm

to remomber much. He was among the first to be takon £anﬂimou5ki; theméé

a couplea of hours after,afhis socond with Bert and 1 arrived. Frnie §
Pugmire and Bert were brought to the same house &as Tom, and they fold :
fom I was saved. Capt Spocner, who put the 1ifébelt on mo, wAs among

the first roscued and he told Tom he had put the belt on me. . As soon :
as Tom and Spooner and Pugnire got cloth1n~ they started to search for ‘

me and went to nearly overy house in the village and finally at gleven

o, “clock in the morning discovered me at the 1ittle fpench hotel 'La St

‘Germaine? I was pretty far ~one, ‘but when I aaw ny b&y (whom I mever *

o g

ever expected to aeesagain in this world) you can im‘"inc our feclirps,
After being taken to the hotel two doctors attenﬁed me 1njertinn &f@%@tﬂi

nine and stimulants into my arms to kesp up my strength. I was not on

my feet for over two weeks afeér the accident,as I had 8 bad cut across

the anLle and was badly bruised I am now PGOOV@TingvVGPy rapidly and

hépe soon to be quite nyself. We certainly had a wonderful escapa.

. We seemed to have abun@ance of sympathy and kindness shown us
When we got on the special train that afternoon for Ou&bec, a g@ntlem&n

nwﬁim‘?‘“

whose elsébr was rescued from the wreck, had his private car attached tG

the special and they took Ton anﬁ I 4n there, and gave us every attentior

Then the C.FP. P.offiomals on the trnin from Quebec to Montreal wer

extremely kind to us, and the steamship nmanager whg was on the train wir:

ahead to have an 1nvadid'e chair at the station when we would arriv@, ir

fact everyone ecemed so ggod to us and didreverythihg for our comfort,

i

and our friends lirs and lir Douglas entertained us for two weeku at

e ~ 5
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» Pva that Jesele Creen had a ‘Bweet laple l1eafl sterling silver perf,

sﬁuwi w1t o me on the train.

. Gontinued. ‘ (a)

at their hamm.

8

At my own hone they &ll suffored dreadfully From the shook,

as they did not kmow any of us were alive untll saturdny morning. Tom

" gent a wire a twelve a.u. on the £ridny but they did not pet 1t until

the next wmorning. Hother would nﬁt believe I was rescue’; as %hg vapere |

hod me among the lost, and my photo in the puper. Then it was reportﬁa

o ;,U’,

that I died after bring rescued, but when I wrote a 11 tt} note in oy
own hand-writing, they believed I was allve. | They have not been up to
see us yet, but I think in tne Tall scae of them will be eomine up.

-

g I hppe I have not wearied you with the long 1etter, As you

wiil 826 I started i1t on the 14th and it is now the 2Ath,

We are now in our own Tittle homs, arnd RBert is with us, and I.

‘ ﬁ.m ;,3““?11%9‘ o’ fcg{*k alfor Him well. (é‘ i L § o {w«ww-\%
\ LN

Then are you coming to see ud? 1 rope it will be socn, 1
et 3 & i ;

. talvotion ﬁrmy @mgraV@ﬁ on it, walch sho wan brinsing to her. She wag

‘\

We are all getting on well, and hope you all had a good
Wongress.’ ™ 4 -

with much love to all, from all,

®

chrs af”ectiaﬂat@ly,

t

ﬁaibned§ ﬁmrgﬂrat.

.Kenneth Melntyre says iapriscl 1o certainly a sweet girlie.

Por iurlel.e.
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